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of the adjoining provinces not met with during the Survey ; a 
chapter on the " characteristic features of the Avifauna of the 
Great Basin," and on " the distribution of its local Avifaunae." 
It will also treat of " geographical variation in color and propor- 
tions ," of " hybridism" and of " certain so called ' individual' vari- 
ations." Also a -"systematic catalogue of the species obtained 
and observed during the progress of the survey " will be given, 
and a "comparison of the Avifauna of the Truckee Valley," in 
spring, summer and winter, with other matter of a similar char- 
acter. The biographical section will contain an account of the 
habits, etc., of all the species observed (some 220 or more) with 
measurements of specimens and other notes. The Appendix, as 
previously stated, will be devoted to a monograph of the North 
American Raptores. This is a work that has engaged Mr. Ridg- 
way's attention for several years, and in which we are promised a 
new classification of the Falconidoz, materially different from that 
and based almost wholly on osteological grounds. The generic 
and subgeneric characters will be illustrated by accurate outline 
figures, and the species of all the Raptores will be distinguished 
not only by full descriptions of all their known stages of plumage, 
but synoptically in tables, in which they will be compared with all 
their exotic allies. 

The greater part of the work is said to be already in type, and 
we look forward to its publication with unusual interest. — J. A. A. 

Prof. Snow's List of Kansas Birds. — For one, I wish to ex- 
press, through the Naturalist, my obligations to Prof. Snow for 
his list of the Birds of Kansas, and to commend the principle upon 
which he has scrupulously acted — to mention no birds in regard to 
the occurrence of which in the state, he had not positive evidence. 
Such local lists, at least in my opinion, are only of value when 
thus made. I am glad to know that at least one compiler of a local 
list has been able to resist the besetting temptation to swell his 
catalogue by mere guess work, or by giving us a redundant list of 
birds that "probably will be" or "ought to be found" within the 
prescribed limits. So far as his list went, it was honest and relia- 
ble, and one that can be easily increased by addenda as occasion 
arises and the knowledge is given. But it has been my experience 
that the error of including species that never occur, is irretrievable. 
Swainson's warbler seems destined to figure forever as a bird of 
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Massachusetts with my name for the authority, and Dendroica 
ccerulea and Polioptila ccerulea are continually quoted for New 
England, without the slightest reason for so doing ; and now that 
Prof. Snow has given us a reliable basis for an authentic list of 
the Birds of Kansas, I for one am not inclined to criticise that 
list because of species that escaped his knowledge, or because of 
a few misprinted asterisks, to mark as breeding in Kansas, birds 
that probably go farther north. We would only advise Prof. 
Snow when next he revises his list, to distinguish between the 
birds found in Kansas during the breeding season and those the 
nests of which have been positively found. This is often an im- 
portant distinction, more so than would at first appear. Barren 
and unmated birds are occasionally found where they do not breed. 
— T. M. B. 

In regard to the above, I wish to add a word or two. I agree 
with " T. M. B." that Prof. Snow has placed ornithologists under 
obligations by his " List of the Birds of Kansas," and especially 
since the additions he makes belotf, and the correction of typo- 
graphical errors, etc., in the new edition I understand he is about 
to publish, will make it a correct exposition of the avian fauna of 
Kansas, as known at the present time. Professor Snow certainly 
avoided the " besetting temptation to swell his catalogue by mere 
guesswork" for through correspondence with him I have been 
gratified to learn that not a species was included except on good 
evidence, and that many of the apparent mistakes to which I 
called attention in the June number of the Naturalist, in respect 
to species marked as breeding, were due to typographical errors. 
Having had considerable experience in the use of local lists, I may 
perhaps be pardoned for still persisting that if he had restricted 
his list to Eastern Kansas, or even to the birds actually observed 
in the vicinity of Lawrence, it would have been a far more useful 
contribution to geographical zoology. The fault of many lists, 
especially of those that are essentially merely nominal, is that 
they cover too much ground. Almost any of our larger states 
embrace portions of country very different in their climatic and 
faunal aspects, and it is hence quite insufficient to give merely the 
names of the species, without indicating whether they are acci- 
dental, occur only over limited areas, or uniformly over the whole 
area in question. My notice of Prof. Snow's paper, being a con- 
scientious review of its character as judged by its " internal evi- 
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dence," — for I could not be expected to discriminate between 
typographical errors and those that were not, — I felt called 
upon to notice the omission of species that were among the most 
characteristic over half the area of the state ; nor could I antic- 
ipate the speedy additions and emendations by which Prof. Snow's 
first brochure seems about to be transformed into as complete 
an exposition of the avian fauna of Kansas as our knowledge 
of the subject at present permits. 

The above remarks are perhaps due to Prof. Snow ; and it is 
likewise due to myself to state that if an}' unfairness of criticism 
or lack of appreciation on my part of the value of Prof. Snow's 
list is implied in the above remarks of " T. M. B.," I must beg 
leave to state that I fail to see the justness of any such implica- 
tion. — J. A. A. 

Since publishing my Catalogue of the Birds of Kansas, Mr. 
Allen's article in the May Naturalist has appeared, containing 18 
species not on my list, and he has also informed me of 4 others. 
Prof. Baird also has kindly gone through the Smithsonian collec- 
tions and sent me 23 more species, represented there but not enu- 
merated in my catalogue, and Mr. E. A. Popenoe of Topeka has 
added one other. This gives a total addition of 45 species, swell- 
ing the list to 284 species (or 282 species, if Nos. 9 and 10 and 
Nos. 12 and 13 are considered identical). The names contained 
in the following addenda * will be incorporated in a revised edition 
of the catalogue. — Frank H. Snow, Lawrence, Kansas, May 15. 

* Additions to the Catalogue of Birds of Kansas, communicated by J. A. Allen and S. F. 
Baird: — 3a, Hypotriorchis Richardsoni, Richardson's Merlin; Baird. 17a, Ictinia Mis 
sissippiensis, Mississippi Kite; Baird. 44a, Antrostomus Nuttallii, Poor-will ; Allen 
seen near Topeka. 45a, Chordeiles Henryi, Western Nighthawk; Allen, at Ft. Hays 
46a, Milvulus forflcatus, Swallow-tail Flycatcher; Baird, seen at Ft. Riley. 60a, Tardus 
Pallasii, Hermit Thrush; Baird. 66a, Parula Americana, Blue Yellowback ; Allen, near 
Leavenworth. 68a, Geothlypis Philadelphia; Allen. 70a, Helminthophaga pinus, Blue- 
winged Yellow Warbler ; Allen. 70b, H. chry soptera, Golden-winged Warbler ; Baird 
70c, H. ruficapilla, Nashville Warbler ; Allen, near Leavenworth. 74a, Seiurus Nove' 
boracensis, Small-billed Water Thrush; Baird. 76a, Dendroica Blackburnise, Allen. 
76b, D. carulea, Bine Warbler; Allen, near Leavenworth. 76d, D. cserulescens, Black 
throated Warbler ; Baird. 76c, D. virens, Black-throated Green Warbler; Baird. 79a. 
Myiodioctes mitratus, Hooded Warbler; Allen, near Leavenworth. 81a*, Pyranga £es< 
tiva; Baird. 94a, Vireo Noveboracensis ; Baird ; Allen. 95a, V. solitarius ; Baird. 103a. 
Troglodytes hyemalis, Winter Wren ; Baird. 105a, Sitta Canadensis, Red-bellied Nut- 
hatch; Baird. 118a, Plectrophanes pictns ; Baird. 118b,* P. ornatus, Chestnut-collared 
Bunting; Allen, near Ft. Hayes. 118c, P. Maccownii, Maccown's Longspur; Allen, at 
Ft. Hays. 118d, P. melanomus; Baird. 132a,* Spizella pallida, Clay-colored Bunting; 
Allen, near Topeka. 135a, Peucsea Cassinii, Allen, near Ft. Hays. 140a,* Guiraca me- 
lanocephala, Black-headed Grosbeak; Allen, at Ft. Hays. 164a,* Pedkecetes phasia- 
nellus, Sharp-tailed Grouse; Allen, north of Ft. Hays. 177a,* iEgialitis montanus, 



